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You	connect	to	many	WiFi	networks	over	your	lifetime	and	probably	even	multiple	networks	in	a	single	day.	After	you’ve	entered	a	WiFi	password,	your	Android	device	typically	remembers	it	and	automatically	connects	to	it	next	time.	But	what	happens	when	you	need	to	connect	a	different	device	to	that	network?	Or	maybe	share	the	WiFi	password
with	a	friend?	In	this	post,	we’ll	go	over	how	to	find	and	share	your	WiFi	password	on	your	Android	devices.	If	your	smartphone	is	running	Android	10	or	later	versions,	sharing	your	WiFi	password	is	super	easy.On	most	Android	phones,	you	can	navigate	to	your	phone’s	Settings	>	Network	and	Internet	>	WiFi	and	then	tap	on	the	WiFi	to	show	the
network	you’re	currently	connected	to.On	the	Samsung	Galaxy	S21	Ultra	(the	phone	used	for	this	article),	the	settings	are	a	little	different.	For	Samsung	phones,	the	navigation	should	be	Settings	>	Connections	>	WiFi	and	then	you	can	click	on	the	network	you’re	currently	connected	to.	See	also:	How	to	check	screen	time	on	AndroidWhen	you	click
on	the	gear	icon	next	to	the	network	you’re	currently	connected	to,	you	should	see	QR	code	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	When	you	tap	on	this,	it’ll	bring	up	a	screen	with	a	QR	code.	Then,	a	friend	can	scan	it	with	their	phone	as	long	as	it	is	running	Android	10	and	up,	and	automatically	connect	to	the	WiFi	network.You	can	choose	to	either	share	this
QR	code	with	a	friend	over	text	message	or	they	can	scan	it	from	your	device.	If	this	is	a	private	network,	you	will	be	asked	to	enter	your	PIN,	pattern,	password,	or	fingerprint	before	you	can	share	the	network	with	anyone.If	you’re	trying	to	share	your	WiFi	password	with	someone	who’s	running	a	smartphone	with	Android	9	or	older,	you	can	just
share	the	picture	of	the	QR	code	with	them	and	they	can	try	to	use	a	decoder,	like	ZXING	Decoder,	to	reveal	the	password.	With	phones	running	Android	10	and	up,	seeing	your	WiFi	password	is	just	as	easy	as	sharing	it.	When	you	open	up	that	screen	that	shows	the	QR	code,	you	should	see	the	password	right	underneath	it.	Related:	How	to	use
Google	Translate	with	over	100	languagesBeing	able	to	see	the	password	comes	in	handy	if	you	have	already	signed	into	a	WiFi	network	but	then	later	need	to	connect	using	your	laptop	or	another	electronic	device.	Then	you	won’t	have	to	bug	your	host	as	long	as	you’ve	previously	signed	into	their	WiFi	on	your	phone.On	my	Samsung	Galaxy	S21
Ultra,	I	don’t	see	the	password	typed	out	underneath	the	QR	code.	If	this	is	the	case	for	all	Galaxy	Ultra	phones,	you	may	need	to	use	a	QR	code	decoder	like	we	mentioned	above	in	order	to	read	the	password	for	the	WiFi	network	you’re	trying	to	connect	to.	With	phones	that	are	running	Android	9	and	lower,	it	gets	a	bit	trickier.	It’s	not	as	easy	to	see
and	share	your	saved	WiFi	passwords.	You	have	to	root	your	phone	in	order	to	do	it.	If	you’re	not	technologically	inclined,	rooting	your	phone	is	intimidating	because	there’s	a	lot	that	could	go	wrong.		Check	out:	Root	Android:	Everything	you	need	to	know!If	you	feel	comfortable	rooting	your	phone,	then	there	are	a	few	different	apps	in	the	Google
Play	Store	that	will	allow	you	to	view	saved	WiFi	passwords.	One	option	is	the	WiFi	Password	Viewer	app.	Install	the	app	and	grant	root	access.	Once	you’ve	done	this,	you	should	see	all	of	your	saved	WiFi	networks	on	the	main	home	page.	Choose	whichever	WiFi	network	you’re	trying	to	find	the	password	of	and	select	Share	from	the	list	that	pops
up.	Now	you	can	see	the	password	and	connect	to	more	devices	or	share	it	with	friends.		If	you	decide	to	root	your	phone,	there’s	a	lot	more	you	can	do	besides	just	view	WiFi	network	passwords.		Also	read:	Best	root	apps	for	Android	Although	it’s	possible	to	see	and	share	WiFi	passwords	on	your	Android	devices	whether	you’re	running	Android	10
and	up	or	9	and	lower,	it’s	definitely	a	lot	easier	on	10	and	up.If	you	decide	to	root	your	phone	to	view	WiFi	passwords	on	devices	running	Android	9	and	lower,	make	sure	you	really	understand	the	steps	and	risks	involved	in	rooting	your	device	before	you	do	it.		BILLIONS	of	Android	users	have	been	warned	to	check	their	WiFi	settings	NOW.	Simply
turning	off	your	WiFi	doesn’t	actually	mean	it	is	completely	off	and	it	could	be	running	in	the	background.	Android	users	have	been	warned	to	check	their	WiFi	settingsCredit:	TikTok/@tatechtips	Many	followers	of	@Tatechtips	thanked	the	TikTok	star	for	his	adviceCredit:	TikTok/@tatechtips	Users	need	to	go	to	Location	in	their	phone	settings	and
pick	Location	Services.	They	must	then	scroll	down	the	page	to	find	WiFi	scanning.	Anyone	wanting	another	level	of	privacy	may	want	to	turn	that	off.	Techie	TikTok	star	@tatechtips	issued	the	advice	in	his	latest	video.	In	the	short	clip,	he	said:	“Turning	off	your	WiFi,	doesn’t	necessarily	mean	you’ve	turned	off	your	WiFi.	“So	if	you	head	over	to	your
phone’s	settings	and	go	to	‘Location’	and	then	select	‘Location	Services’	and	here	you	can	see	‘WiFi	scanning’.	“It	says	‘Let	apps	use	WiFi	for	location	detection	even	when	WiFi	is	turned	off.	“So	that	means	that	when	you’ve	turned	your	WiFi	off	but	you’ve	got	your	scanning	on	your	phone	is	still	constantly	sending	probe	requests	for	WiFi.	“So	if	you
want	an	extra	level	of	privacy	turn	your	WiFi	scanning	off	as	well.”	The	video	has	already	picked	up	more	than	51,700	likes	and	attracted	over	600	comments.	Many	commentators	wrote	to	thank	the	expert	for	his	advice.	One	simply	said:	“Thanks.	More	privacy	the	better.	Turned	it	off	immediately.”	Another	added:	‘Thank	you	I've	always	wanted	to
turn	it	off	but	never	knew	how	and	was	too	lazy	to	google	it.”	A	third	wrote:	“Just	turned	it	off.	Thank	you,	sir.	I	got	a	Motorola	it	works.”	WHATSAPP	FEATURE	Earlier	this	month,	the	TikTok	star	revealed	how	turning	on	disappearing	messages	in	WhatsApp	could	be	a	life-saver	in	the	future.	The	feature	automatically	"unsends"	texts	–	to	avoid	a
massive	log	of	all	your	messages	dwelling	in	the	ether.	Open	your	app	on	mobile	and	then	go	into	Settings	>	Account	>	Privacy.	Look	for	Disappearing	Messages	and	then	set	the	toggle	to	the	On	position.	Then	choose	a	time	period	for	messages	to	disappear	–	24	hours,	7	days	or	90	days.	A	message	will	appear	in	the	chat	confirming	that
Disappearing	Messages	has	been	turned	on.	GOOGLE	CHROME	In	June,	Google	Chrome	users	were	urged	to	protect	their	personal	data	by	going	through	its	“Privacy	Guide”.	It	allows	you	to	shore	up	your	account's	security	without	having	to	trawl	through	the	browser's	settings.	Users	are	guided	through	Chrome's	controls	for	cookies	and	browsing
history.	Changing	those	controls	restricts	the	data	that	Google	and	the	websites	you	visit	store	about	you.	Privacy	Guide	also	let	you	tweak	Google's	Safe	Browsing	tool,	which	warns	if	you're	about	to	access	a	suspected	dodgy	website.	To	try	Privacy	Guide	for	yourself,	head	into	in	your	Chrome	settings	by	clicking	the	three	dots	on	the	top-right	corner
of	your	browser.	Go	to	Privacy	and	security	and	then	Privacy	Guide.	If	you	don't	have	time	to	go	through	the	whole	guide	at	once,	Google	saves	your	progress	as	you	go.	Chrome	also	offers	a	handy	"Password	Checkup"	service	that	lets	you	know	if	any	of	your	online	credentials	have	been	compromised.	To	try	it	out,	open	Chrome	and	click	the	three
dots	in	the	top	right-hand	corner	of	the	browser	to	go	to	Settings.	Then	click	on	the	key	symbol	to	be	taken	to	the	password	options.	Here	you	should	see	a	section	called	"Saved	Passwords"	and	it	will	contain	all	the	websites	for	which	you	have	saved	your	login	details.	Then	click	"Check	passwords"	and	Chrome	will	scan	your	details	and	let	you	know
if	any	have	been	compromised.	It	will	also	tell	you	if	any	of	your	passwords	are	weak.	If	this	is	the	case	you	can	click	on	a	link	to	make	the	passwords	stronger.	Android	users	were	urged	to	check	the	status	of	their	phone's	WiFi	scanning	functionCredit:	TikTok/@tatechtips	Wondering	how	to	see	a	Wi-Fi	password	on	Android?	Maybe	you're	connected
to	a	network	where	you	forgot	the	password,	or	want	to	check	the	password	for	a	friend's	network	so	you	can	connect	another	device	to	it.	No	matter	the	reason,	we'll	show	you	how	to	find	saved	Wi-Fi	passwords	on	Android	using	a	few	different	methods.	These	only	let	you	see	the	password	for	networks	you've	already	connected	to	in	the	past.	You
can't	use	them	to	find	the	Wi-Fi	password	for	a	network	you've	never	joined;	you'll	need	to	ask	someone	who	manages	the	network	for	the	password.You	shouldn't	share	the	password	for	a	network	someone	else	manages	unless	you	have	their	permission.	How	to	See	Wi-Fi	Passwords	on	Android	Without	Root	In	Android	10	and	later,	you	can	view	Wi-
Fi	passwords	for	your	saved	networks	without	a	rooted	device.	Let's	look	at	how	to	do	this	using	stock	Android	12	on	a	Pixel	device—the	process	may	look	slightly	different	depending	on	your	phone	and	Android	version.	To	view	a	Wi-Fi	password	on	Android	10	or	later,	open	Settings	and	head	to	Network	&	internet.	On	Android	10	or	11,	tap	Wi-Fi.	On
Android	12,	you'll	need	to	select	Internet	instead.	You'll	then	see	your	current	Wi-Fi	network	at	the	top	of	the	list.	Select	it	to	view	options	for	the	network.	If	you're	not	connected	to	the	right	network,	select	another	one	from	the	list;	check	the	Saved	networks	entry	at	the	bottom	of	the	page	to	easily	find	past	connections.	On	the	Wi-Fi	network's
overview	page,	select	the	Share	button.	You'll	need	to	confirm	your	face/fingerprint,	or	enter	your	PIN	code,	to	proceed.	Once	you	do,	you'll	see	your	network's	Wi-Fi	password	listed	below	a	QR	code.	Now	you	know	your	network's	Wi-Fi	password	and	can	give	it	to	someone	else,	or	enter	it	on	a	different	device.	The	QR	code	displayed	on	this	page
makes	the	process	even	more	convenient,	as	it	lets	another	device	join	the	network	without	needing	to	manually	enter	the	password.	This	increases	network	security	by	concealing	the	actual	password,	as	well	as	sidestepping	the	frustration	of	typing	the	password	incorrectly.	If	you're	sharing	the	password	with	an	Android	device,	that	other	device	can
tap	the	QR	Code	icon	next	to	Add	network	(below	the	list	of	Wi-Fi	networks)	to	easily	scan	and	join.	If	the	other	person	has	an	iPhone,	have	them	scan	the	code	using	the	Camera	app,	then	tap	the	prompt	to	join.	See	how	to	scan	QR	codes	on	Android	and	iPhone	if	you	have	trouble.	Starting	with	Android	12,	you'll	also	see	a	Nearby	button	that	lets	you
share	the	password	with	other	Android	devices	around	you.	This	uses	the	Nearby	Share	function,	and	saves	the	step	of	having	to	scan	the	QR	code	from	your	device's	screen.	For	convenience,	you	may	want	to	screenshot	the	QR	code	so	you	can	send	it	to	others	without	going	through	the	above	menus	every	time.	Just	remember	that	anyone	with	that
code	can	join	your	Wi-FI	network,	so	keep	that	picture	safe.	How	to	See	Wi-Fi	Passwords	on	Android	9	and	Older	If	you're	running	Android	9	or	earlier,	or	your	phone	doesn't	feature	the	above	option	for	some	reason,	you'll	need	to	turn	to	other	options	to	reveal	your	Wi-Fi	password.	Unfortunately,	these	methods	all	require	a	rooted	Android	device.
This	is	because	the	file	that	holds	the	Wi-Fi	credentials	for	saved	networks	is	in	a	protected	directory	of	your	phone's	storage.	You	don't	have	permission	to	view	the	folder,	or	the	file	within	it,	unless	you're	rooted.	If	you	have	a	rooted	device	and	want	to	see	your	Wi-Fi	password	on	Android,	you	can	head	to	/data/misc/wifi	using	a	file	explorer	app	that
supports	root	browsing.	Open	wpa_supplicant.conf	and	you	should	see	your	network	name	(ssid)	and	its	password	(psk).	In	case	this	doesn't	work,	or	you	want	to	try	another	method,	you	can	try	using	an	Android	Wi-Fi	password	viewer	app	like	WiFi	Password	Viewer.	These	let	you	select	a	saved	network	to	view	the	password.	They	require	root,	and
have	mixed	reviews,	so	your	mileage	may	vary.	If	your	phone	encrypts	the	file	containing	Wi-Fi	passwords,	there	isn't	much	apps	like	this	can	do.	View	Wi-Fi	Passwords	on	Another	Device	These	are	the	two	main	methods	to	view	saved	Wi-Fi	passwords	on	Android.	If	you're	not	rooted	and	use	Android	9	or	earlier,	your	best	bet	is	to	check	the	Wi-Fi
password	on	a	desktop	device	instead.	These	make	it	a	lot	easier—see	how	to	find	Wi-Fi	passwords	in	Windows	10	or	how	to	view	Wi-Fi	passwords	on	a	Mac	for	help.	In	the	future,	consider	using	a	password	manager	so	you	have	your	own	record	of	important	Wi-Fi	passwords	and	don't	need	to	use	these	workaround	methods.	You	should	also	make
sure	your	own	Wi-Fi	network	is	protected	against	attack.
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